Marriage jjave w;sheci that it had been a temporary act, perhaps, to have expired with the century. I am against abolishing it; because that would be declaring it wrong to establish it; but I should have no objection to make an act, continuing it for another centnry, and then letting it expire."
He disapproved of the Royal Marriage Bill; "Because (said he) I would not have the people think that the validity of marriage depends on the will of man, or .that the right of a King depends on the will of man. I should not have been against making the marriage of any of the royal family, without the approbation of King arid Parliament, highly criminal."
In the morning we had talked of old families, and the respect due to them. JOHNSON. " Sir, you have a right to that kind of respect, and are arguing for yourself. I am for supporting the principle, and am disinterested in. doing it, as I have no such right*" BOSWEIX.,. '''Why, Sir, it is one more incitement to a man to do well." JOHNSON. "Yes, Sir, and it is a matter of opinion very necessary to keep society together. What is it but opinion, by which we have a respect for authority, that prevents us, who are the rabble, from rising up and pulling down you who are gentlemen from your places, and saying, '-We will be gentlemen in our turn ?' Now, Sir, that respect for authority is much more easily granted to a man whose father has had it, than to an upstart, and so Society is more easily supported." BOS-WELL. "Perhaps, Sir, it might be done by the respect belonging to office, as among the Romans,
